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| Unpacking Anti-Muslim
Brotherhood Discourse

Syt g 1ol

Noam Chomsky’s Media Control: The Spectacular
Achievements of Propaganda argues that effectively
crafted and controlled media messages can turn
otherwise rational people into “hysterical” warmongers.
Chomsky’s analysis focuses on how western
governments and elite-led media in democratic
societies have successfully employed propaganda
campaigns to achieve political aims. Egypt has
experienced its own propaganda program in recent
months. What is perhaps unique about Egypt’s
propaganda campaign is that it is an anti-government
campaign initiated by a diverse group of oppositional
forces.

In post-revolution Egypt-which is, perhaps, not actually
as “post” revolution as many think-Hosni Mubarak-era
media owners, Mubarak regime loyalists, and key
members of Egypt’s liberal and secular opposition have
teamed up to create arguably one of the most effective
propaganda campaigns in recent political history. In a
matter of months, these forces have managed to
demonize Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi and the
Muslim Brotherhood, from which Morsi hails, to the
extent that many Egyptians openly call for the
overthrow of the democratically elected government
and the imprisonment of Brotherhood members.
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Brotherhood members have also been the victims of
systematic violence-which has included the live
burning of Muslim Brotherhood youth, the killings of
Brotherhood members, and the arsons of Muslim
Brotherhood buses and offices across Egypt.
Government buildings have also been vandalized, and
the presidential palace and other government buildings
were set ablaze by firebomb-hurling youth in
December.

Since inheriting Egypt’s mess of an economy and
myriad environmental, health, transportation,
education, and energy crises, Morsi and the
Brotherhood have made some progress on several
political fronts. They have also made mistakes, which
have included releasing reckless statements about
women, failing to share enough political decision
making with liberals, and mishandling political crises
surrounding the Ethiopian Dam project, Morsi’s
controversial November decree, and the appointment
of a hardline Islamist as governor of Luxor, among
other things. | would argue, however, that none of their
mistakes warrant systematic demonization, terrorism,
or overthrow. There is a massive disconnect between
the Brotherhood’s mishandlings and the reaction that
they instigated, thanks to the propaganda that the
Brotherhood’s challengers have spread.

As someone who has studied discourse for eleven
years, the anti-Brotherhood, anti-Morsi propaganda is
unlike anything | have ever seen, primarily because
news reporters and organizations—rather than political
figures—seem to spearhead the propaganda efforts.
The lack of objectivity in Egyptian news is perhaps
unsurprising, given the reality that many Egyptian
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journalists perceive themselves more as political
activists than as watchdogs, and other research
suggesting that Egyptian journalism suffers from an
overall lack of professionalism. The opposition’s
propaganda machine-aided by a plethora of private
television networks and newspapers owned by
Mubarak-friendly businessmen like Ahmad Bahgat,
Salah Diab, and Mohamed al-Amin-has successfully
manufactured discourses designed to designate the
Brotherhood and Morsi as lacking in basic integrity and
unworthy of political participation. To be sure, Islamist
media, having begun in recent years to discuss politics
on otherwise exclusively religious satellite television
channels, dish out their own fair share of propaganda.
Their political impact, however, pales in comparison
with independent news outlets that are devoted to
political news reportage, have greater reach, can boast
well known commentators, and that proclaim the goal
of covering political affairs in an objective manner.

Relatively greater levels of professionalism at some
news outlets (and by a handful of television news
personalities) notwithstanding, the anti-Brotherhood
bias in independent Egyptian news media is obvious
and overwhelming. As part of a pre-reading of Egyptian
news broadcasts designed to develop a coding
scheme for an upcoming research project, | watched
the 25 March 2013 episode of OnTv’s From Anew. The
program featured nine consecutive anti-Islamist guests
over a period of about seventy-five minutes. Such
blatant imbalance is not uncommon. Frequently, talk
shows—-such as OnTv’s Respectable People and From
Anew, and CBC’s From the Capital and As Clear as the
Sun-invite multiple guests, all of the same anti-Islamist
persuasion, for lengthy discussions of political events.
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Other programs, such as Wael Al-lbrashi’s The 10 p.m.
Show on the Dream Network and Ibrahim Isa’s From
Cairo on the al-Qahira wa-al-Nas network, | would
argue, have blatantly one-sided slants, as evidenced
by their story ideation, guest selection, and interview
questioning processes. One of the few independent
news stations in Egypt that consistently tries to provide
some balance and debate is Al Jazeera Live Egypt.
Because the channel usually features the Brotherhood
perspective alongside that of the opposition, critics
often call it “Al Jazeera Muslim Brotherhood.”

One consistent discourse that has emerged in recent
months in Egypt defines the Muslim Brotherhood as
un-Egyptian, and caring more about their own narrow
agenda than the country’s national interests. For
example, reports routinely claim that Morsi is not a
president for all Egyptians, but rather only for his
Islamist comrades. Other reports discuss the Muslim
Brotherhood’s relationship with Hamas, and their
desire to sell off parts of Egypt to foreign countries. A
30 May 2013 article in online newspaper: 24
summarized novelist and political commentator Gamal
al-Ghitani’s views on Brotherhood politics in its
headline, which read: “Gamal al-Ghitani: The
Brotherhood are a foreign organization and their rule of
Egypt constitutes a foreign occupation.” On 21 June
2013 al-Ghitani appeared on the OnTv program The
Complete Picture boasting that he began writing about
the “occupation” thesis last summer, immediately after
Morsi’s election. For weeks in early 2013, President
Morsi’s office and the Qatari government were forced
to fend off baseless rumors—given major attention on
television news and in newspapers—-that deals were in
place for Egypt to lease the Pyramids and sell the Suez
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Canal to Qatar.

This discourse—that the Brotherhood are not true
Egyptians and do not have Egypt’s best interests at
heart—is used to justify sub-discourses about the
Muslim Brotherhood. Those include discourses that the
Brotherhood is occupying all state institutions,
produced a catastrophically bad constitution that suits
only its own interests, and intimidates and Kkills the
opposition with its “militias.” The next few sections will
examine these discursive sub-constructions
contributing to the anti-Brotherhood, anti-Morsi fervor

in Egypt.
The “Brotherhoodization” of the State

A dominant theme in Egyptian media and political
discourse argues that the Muslim Brotherhood is bent
on occupying all state institutions and hoarding power.
This “brotherhoodization” (“akhwana,” in Arabic) thesis
dovetails nicely with other discourses about the
Brotherhood’s alleged desire to sell off Egypt and its
disloyalty to the nation.

The akhwana (brotherhoodization) thesis is the most
damning, and oft repeated, of all anti-Brotherhood
discourses. It has become so hegemonic that many
Egyptians take it as a given. It is difficult to find an
independent talk show that does not regularly obsess
over the Brotherhood’s takeover, a topic which
opposition figures often use as a political battle cry.
Some western news outlets have also reported
uncritically about the alleged Brotherhood takeover. |
would argue that the “brotherhoodization” thesis holds
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very little weight, if any at all.

Opposition forces in Egypt claim that, having secured
the presidency, the Brotherhood has moved to take
over various government ministries, the judiciary, the
armed forces, the media, and other aspects of
Egyptian society and culture. The opposition points to
Morsi’s  administrative  appointments and the
domination of the constitutional assembly.

Lost on those who advance the “brotherhoodization”
thesis is the fact that the Brotherhood has won multiple
free and fair elections and thus has the political and
democratic right to control at least part of the
government until their term expires. Also lost on people
is the fact that the new Egypt will experience regular
elections, as stipulated by the constitution, and
whoever wins elections after the Brotherhood will have
the similar chance to hold sway. This is how
democratic politics works: groups who win elections
have the right to govern for a few years, implementing
their political program along the way. In the United
States, it is hardly controversial that the two major
parties vie to control both the executive and legislative
branches of government. In fact, it is seen as an
admirable goal for any given party that believes its
program is the most suited to serve the country’s well
being. Interestingly, a 2000 Wall Street Journal survey
of political science, law, and history professors
concluded that-according to respondents—many of the
most productive presidents in US history had control of
both the executive and legislative branches of
government for the entirety of their terms in office.

The United States and arguments about the relative
YAY



merits of divided versus unified control of government
aside, it remains that the Brotherhood does not have,
and will not have, a stronghold on the Egyptian state.
First, the Brotherhood does not control the army, and it
would be impossible for them to do so in the
foreseeable future. For starters, it would be
unconstitutional and illegal for the president or anyone
else to install Muslim Brotherhood members as high-
ranking army officers. Even in Egypt, such
appointments can only occur naturally and with
requisite qualifications and years of experience. Not
surprisingly, there has been no indication that anyone
inside the presidency or the Brotherhood is attempting
to commit such a gross violation.

The situation is similar with respect to the judiciary,
which is also subject to a formal system of
appointment that depends on qualifications and
experience. Brotherhood opponents have, however,
criticized the Islamist-dominated Shura Council’s
proposal to reduce the retirement age for judges from
seventy to sixty. Critics say the judicial authority bill
could give the Brotherhood a chance at padding the
judiciary with its loyalists, while Shura Council
members say that the bill is necessary to purge the
judiciary of judges loyal to Mubarak. The deposed
president had gradually increased the retirement age
from sixty to seventy in order keep judges loyal to him
active. In any case, the argument that the Brotherhood
could use the law as a means to “Brotherhoodize” the
judiciary is unconvincing for two reasons. First, the
Brotherhood does not have a community of potential
loyal judges who are ready for promotion. Second, the
new age limit would apply equally to all judges and not

AR}



favor Islamists over liberals.

The intimation that the Brotherhood controls the
interior ministry is similarly out of place. If it was not
initially clear that the interior ministry was, and is,
controlled by most of the same faces that controlled it
during the Mubarak era, it should be now. There is
fervent anti-Brotherhood sentiment within the police
and security forces, who in recent months have
protested against the Brotherhood, organized strikes
against Morsi, and-in spite of repeated anti-
Brotherhood arsons-have refused to protect the
Brotherhood headquarters from angry protesters. Morsi
and the Brotherhood can be criticized for not doing
more to purge the ministry now-indeed, the merits of a
gradualist strategy are debatable-but the
Brotherhood’s more gradual approach to purging the
ministry cannot also be the subject of a
“brotherhoodization” argument.

In government, even after recent Morsi appointments,
only ten out of a total twenty-seven governors and
eleven of thirty-five cabinet members hail from the
Muslim Brotherhood. The opposition is up in arms at
these ratios, but it is both logical and fair for an elected
president faced with repeated attempts to remove him
from power to rely on governors and cabinet members
who are loyal to him. And, at any rate, thirty-five
percent representation is hardly excessive for a ruling
party. Moreover, and importantly, Morsi has offered
numerous government positions to opposition
politicians, but they have declined for various reasons.
Some simply have not wanted to affiliate themselves
with a Brotherhood government. Others have declined
because of fears that it would be difficult to engage in
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substantive work given the extreme anti-Brotherhood
program ongoing in Egypt. Vice President of the liberal
Ghad al-Thawra Party, Mohamed Mohie EI-Din,
confirmed to me in a 23 June telephone interview that
Ayman Nour, who heads the Ghad al-Thawra Party,
has been offered the position of Prime Minister on
several different occasions since the start of the Morsi
presidency. Also, April 6 Movement founder Ahmed
Maher was offered the position of presidential advisor,
and declined. On 4 July 2012, just days after Morsi
took over as president, former presidential candidate
Hamdeen Sabbahi acknowledged on Mahmoud Saad’s
talk show Akher al-Nahar that Morsi offered him the
position of Vice President. Sabbahi, too, declined.
Prime Minister Hesham Kandil, who is not himself a
member of the Muslim Brotherhood or any Islamist
party, has said on multiple occasions, including most
recently in a televised interview on 21 June 2013, that
he has offered numerous ministerial posts to
opposition figures. Most have declined, with some
indicating they might accept a post when “things calm
down.” Morsi’s 26 June 2013 national address also
mentioned that non-Brotherhood ministers from the
previous government had been given the chance to
stay on the job, but declined. Given that non-
Brotherhood politicians have regularly rejected
participation in government, it is anything but surprising
that President Morsi has found little choice but to tap
Brotherhood members for government posts.

The “brotherhoodization” argument picked up steam in
mid-November 2012, when liberal members of the
constituent assembly withdrew from the assembly
citing what they called the Muslim Brotherhood’s
inordinate influence on the constitution drafting
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process. Those who complain that the Brotherhood
dominated the drafting of the new constitution overlook
the fact that Egypt’s constituent assembly was formed
by a democratically elected parliament, and that
twenty-two Egyptian parties—which formed the near
entirety of Egypt’s political spectrum (at that time)—
signed off on the basic composition of the constituent
assembly in June 2012. Interestingly, current hardline
opposition and al-Wafd Party leader al-Sayed al-
Badawi led the press conference announcing the
agreement on the breakdown of the assembly. The
agreement dictated that the assembly would give
thirty-nine out of one hundred total assembly seats to
members of parliament, with these seats being divided
up according to parliamentary proportions. The
remaining sixty-one seats would be divided amongst
scholars of constitutional law, al-Azhar University and
Church representatives, and various labor and social
groups. Because some of the sixty-one non-
parliamentary seats could go to individuals affiliated
with political parties and movements, the agreement
further outlined the ways in which these seats would be
divided up, according to Mohie EI-Din, who was a
member of the assembly. He said it was agreed that
the final one hundred-member assembly was to include
thirty-two members of the Muslim Brotherhood,
eighteen members of al-Nour Party, eighteen
representatives of “the state,” and thirty-two liberal
party members. This specific breakdown was designed
to give fifty seats to Islamists and fifty seats to non-
Islamists, Mohie EI-Din told me. However, since some
of the eighteen “state” representatives (for example al-
Azhar University scholars) could reasonably be
considered “Islamists” (depending on how the term is
defined), the agreement dictated, in practical terms,
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that more than fifty percent of committee members
would be of “Islamist” persuasion, Mohie EI-Din said. In
other words, Islamist currents may have enjoyed a
majority inside the Constituent Assembly and its
committees, but the important point is that all of this
was specified, understood, and agreed to by all
twenty-two parties, despite what the opposition now
claims.

It is plausible that many of the liberal parties viewed
these proportions as relatively favorable, since it is
likely that a national referendum would have yielded a
much higher number of Brotherhood members. The
Brotherhood-led coalition had, after all, won forty-
seven percent of parliamentary seats in Egypt’s first
post-revolution democratic elections, with an additional
twenty-five percent of seats going to the more
conservative Salafist coalition. It is not ideal for popular
parties to have significant representational advantages
in constitution drafting assemblies, and scholars such
as Linz and Stepan have argued that majoritarian rules
are unhealthy for constitution building, while also
acknowledging that the practice has been prevalent (p.
83). As scholars Patrick Fafard and Darrel Robert Reid
note in their Constituent Assemblies: A Comparative
Survey, constituent assemblies are usually governed by
the rules of “partisan politics.” The researchers posit:
“It has generally been assumed and accepted that the
political and economic elites who dominate the political
process will exercise a similar dominance in the
process of drafting or amending the constitution” (p.
22). Discussing the example of the United States,
Fafard and Reid note that, “proceedings of the
Philadelphia Convention itself were characterized by a
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remarkable federalist consensus throughout” (p. 26).

The fact that some non-Islamists withdrew from the
Egyptian  constituent assembly is  undeniably
problematic. Some of the liberal members of the
assembly undoubtedly had legitimate concerns about
some of the document’s articles. However, they
withdrew before exhausting discussion, and refused to
return to the assembly after repeated official invitations
to come back for discussion of contentious articles.
More damning, perhaps, for non-Islamist claims of an
unfair constitution building process, is that many of the
assembly’s liberals seemed to abandon the process
early on, and well before it was exhausted. For
instance, according to Mohie EI-Din, some members of
the assembly seemed bent on withdrawing from the
outset. “We had [non-Islamist] people who withdrew
upon entering the assembly. [Their attitude seemed to
be,] ‘Good morning, we withdraw,’” said Mohie EI-Din,
in a 20 December debate held on the campus of the
American University in Cairo. Mohie EI-Din also claimed
that many of the non-Islamists who withdrew were
systematically absent from assembly sessions
throughout the process of drafting the document. He
said that he was sometimes the only non-Islamist
representative in attendance. During other sessions,
liberal assembly members would only show up for “ten
minutes” before exiting. “Can you, given these
circumstances, say that you have had an influence? Of
course not,” Mohie EI-Din said.

Also, some of the complaints of inordinate Islamist
influence over the document’s content are ll
conceived. For example, liberals have criticized Article
4, which gives Al-Azhar oversight on matters pertaining
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to Islamic law. What many overlook, though, is that this
article was a liberal suggestion. The thinking of liberals
inside the assembly may have been that al-Azhar
would be a safeguard against the influence of the
Muslim Brotherhood and more conservative Salafists.
Islamists in the Constituent Assembly agreed to Article
4, and other proposals submitted by non-Islamist
representatives. For example, an article about religious
freedoms specifically requested by the assembly’s four
Church representatives was included as is, word for
word, said Mohie EI-Din at the AUC debate. The article
was not removed, and no one suggested it be removed
or edited, even after the Church representatives
withdrew from the assembly, he said.

An overwhelming majority of voters (sixty-four percent)
approved Egypt’s new constitution despite hysterical
propaganda against the assembly and the document,
which included the distribution of fake constitutional
drafts. Importantly, a national dialogue held in January
announced that Morsi had agreed to form a pluralistic
committee to revise controversial articles in the
constitution. Many key members of Egypt’s liberal
opposition have rejected dialogue and Morsi’s
proposal to revise the constitution, however, and have
instead insisted on pursuing their ongoing “rebel”
campaign, which aims to remove Morsi from power,
select a new constituent assembly, and draft a new
constitution. The National Salvation Front, the largest
and most organized opposition bloc, has refused any
dialogue with the president wuntil all of their
preconditions — the sacking of the Prosecutor General,
an independent committee to revise the constitution,
and a national unity government — are met.
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The Muslim Brotherhood “Militias”

The Mubarak regime consistently propagated talk of
“Muslim Brotherhood militias.” Such claims have
increased since Morsi took power, as newspaper
headlines and television news talk shows have casually
and matter-of-factly discussed the “Brotherhood
militias.”

When, in isolated instances, individual Brotherhood
members have responded in kind to anti-Brotherhood
violence (in ways that the Brotherhood has later
condemned in official statements), the violence has
been immediately attributed to the “Brotherhood
militias.” The claim that the Muslim Brotherhood
maintains so-called militias, however, is unconvincing.
For one, if the Brotherhood really had militias, why did
it not deploy them during Mubarak’s rule, or during the
violent stages of the 2011 eighteen-day uprising? Why
has the Brotherhood not relied on these “militias” to
prevent the burning of thirty of its offices in late 20127

The events of the past year indicate that the
Brotherhood has often been the victim, rather than the
instigator, of violence. In all, thirty Muslim Brotherhood
offices have been set ablaze or destroyed, and some
members of the Brotherhood have been killed or
burned alive. Graphic images of anti-Brotherhood
violence, and evidence of what has transpired in recent
months, has prompted even some liberals to
acknowledge, finally, that the Brotherhood “militias” do
not exist. Liberal activist and writer Mahmoud Salem,
known as Sandmonkey in the social media world, was
one of the first liberals to publicly acknowledge this
reality in a 26 March 2013 Daily News Egypt article. He
YYY



wrote the following about what he called the “myth” of
Muslim Brotherhood militias: “From everything we have
seen in every major clash with the MB and its
members, this myth is also simply false. The MB is
organized and can mobilize its members, but its
members are mostly educated middle class and are
not trained in militant warfare.”

It is worth nothing that Salem’s “myth” article came in
the aftermath of violent 22 March protests organized
outside the Muslim Brotherhood headquarters in al-
Mugattam. During these clashes, the Brotherhood,
again, suffered major casualties—one hundred seventy
six injuries, twenty six of them serious, and one fatality—
as they attempted to protect their headquarters, after
police appeared unable or unwilling to do so. Playing a
key role in the al-Mugattam protests was political
activist Ahmed Douma, who said on multiple occasions
prior to the 22 March clashes that burning down
Muslim Brotherhood offices is a “revolutionary act.”

What is arguably most troubling about the anti-
Brotherhood violence is the callousness with which at
least some supporters of the opposition discuss these
events, sometimes suggesting that Brotherhood
members deserve violent treatment. | recall a widely
circulated photo of a Muslim Brotherhood activist set
ablaze, his upper body completely on fire. Many
Egyptians praised and joked about the incident in the
comment field below the photo on Facebook, and
some circulated a “Muslim Brotherhood: before and
after” photo mocking the burned activist. It is important
to note that the 2011 uprising against the Mubarak
regime was, with some rare exceptions,
overwhelmingly nonviolent. After Mubarak’s ouster,

YYY



both liberal and Islamist revolutionaries credited the
peaceful nature of the protesters as one mark of the
revolution’s greatness. In a short period of time, some
in Egypt have become convinced that violence against
an elected president and ruling political group is
legitimate.

Conclusion

Anti-Muslim Brotherhood propaganda may be the
result of a concerted effort by media tycoons unfriendly
to the Brotherhood, a consequence of decades of anti-
Brotherhood fear mongering, or both. The general lack
of professionalism that plagues much of Egyptian
journalism-something which | discussed at length in
my dissertation research in 2009, and which helps
create a systematically imbalanced discussion—-almost
certainly plays a key role.

In any case, what becomes clear from any serious
reading of Egyptian politics is that there are groups in
Egypt-Mubarak regime remnants, media figures, and
members of the opposition-that refuse to let the
Brotherhood rule the country. It is true that anti-
Brotherhood sentiment has increased in recent
months, and that Morsi’s politics have turned off many
Egyptians. It is also true, however, that Morsi’s
mistakes have been exaggerated and, importantly, that
there were many Egyptians not prepared-from the
start-to accept a democratic Egypt ruled by Islamists.
Here, it is important to note that the first arsons of
Brotherhood offices occurred well before Morsi’s
controversial 22 November decree, which lasted all of
eighteen days and has been exaggerated by the
opposition. It is also worth noting that calls for a new
YYY



“revolution” began last August, just two months after
Morsi took power and when his approval rating was
higher than seventy percent; and that members of
Egypt’s opposition, including 2012 presidential
candidates Hamdeen Sabbahi and Amr Moussa, have
been calling for an early end to Morsi’s term since last
summer—just after they lost the presidential race.
Indeed, it seems some in Egypt's opposition were
ready to move away from Brotherhood rule almost as
soon as it began.

At best, the Muslim Brotherhood is struggling to solve
Egypt's myriad problems, simultaneously battling thugs
in the street, a seditious opposition, corruption in the
judiciary, and a state that is in shambles at many levels.
At worst, they are incompetent rulers. Even if the
incompetence theory proves true, the Brotherhood
does not deserve violence or overthrow, despite what
the propaganda war against them may suggest.
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Killing in Cairo: the full

story of the Republican Guards' club
shootings
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At 3.17am on Monday 8 July, Dr Yehia Moussa prepared
to kneel outside the Republican Guards' club in east Cairo
for dawn prayers. For a few more short hours, Moussa
would remain the official spokesman for the Egyptian
health ministry. But he was outside the club that day in a
personal capacity. Along with about 2,000 supporters of
the Muslim Brotherhood, Moussa had camped outside the
gated compound in protest at the removal of ex-president
Mohamed Morsi, who they then believed was imprisoned
inside.

Like everyone else, Moussa knelt with his back to the
barbed wire fence protecting the entrance to the club. A
few feet away were Dr Reda Mohamedi, an education
lecturer at al-Azhar University, and beyond him Dr Yasser
Taha, an al-Azhar biochemistry professor. All three were
friends from university days, and had shared a tent that
night.

Within the hour, Taha would be dead with a bullet in his
neck and Mohamedi would be unconscious, a bullet
through his thigh. Moussa would have gunshot wounds in
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both legs and be missing most of his right index finger.

All three were victims of Egypt's bloodiest state-led
massacre since the fall of Hosni Mubarak, in which,
according to official figures, at least 51 people were killed
by Egyptian security forces and at least 435 injured. Two
policemen and one soldier were also killed with 42 injured.
The military has said that the assault on the protesters was
provoked by a terrorist attack. At about 4am, according to
the army's account, 15 armed motorcyclists approached the
Republican Guards' club compound. The army said that the
motorcyclists fired shots, that people attempted to break
into the compound, and that the soldiers then had no choice
but to defend their property.

However, a week-long investigation — including interviews
with 31 witnesses, local people and medics, as well as
analysis of video evidence — found no evidence of the
motorcyclist attack and points to a very different narrative,
in which the security forces launched a co-ordinated assault
on a group of largely peaceful and unarmed civilians.

The army turned down four requests to interview soldiers
present at the scene.

A spokesman did provide footage of at least three pro-
Morsi supporters using some form of firearm some time
after the start of the massacre. But the earliest act of
provocation the army has been able to prove — a protester
throwing stones — comes at 4.05am, more than half-an-
hour after most witnesses agree the camp came under
attack. Video supplied by the Egyptian military showing a
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Morsi supporter with a firearm

3.17am: Call to prayers

Many of the Morsi supporters gathered outside the
Republican Guards headquarters shortly after 3am on
Monday had been camped there since the previous Friday.
They had blocked off the road — Salah Salem Street, one of
Cairo's main thoroughfares — and set up tents. On the first
day of the sit-in, three protesters had been shot dead by
state officials. But by 3.17am on Monday, when the imam
called the camp to prayer, all was calm. Women and
children strolled among the tents. A platoon of soldiers
stood idly behind the barbed wire fence. A few dozen
protesters manned the barricades the pro-Morsi
demonstrators had erected on either side of the sit-in, 300
metres up the road in both directions. Others were still
asleep. But most gathered to pray — filling the junction
between Salah Salem Street and Tayaran Street, the half-
mile-long side street that leads all the way to the Rabaa al-
Adawiya mosque, the site of an even larger pro-Morsi sit-
in.

"It was so quiet," remembered Dr Mostafa Hassanein, a
young medic on overnight duty who walked back to Rabaa
from the sit-in at around 3am to catch some sleep. "People
were praying. The army was quiet too. Some of them were
talking to protesters at the wire."

What happened next is highly disputed. But most witnesses
agree an attack on the protest started shortly before
3.30am, as the worshippers knelt for the second and final
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time.

"At the second kneel of the prayers," said Moussa, in
testimony corroborated by many others at the scene, "we
could hear noises from the sides of the sit-in. So the imam
interrupted his du'a [a religious invocation] and finished
the prayers very quickly."

At either end of the demonstration, the watchmen manning
the barricades had begun to clang together pieces of
metal — an alarm used during the 2011 revolution to warn
protesters of an imminent attack.

3.25am: Army on the move

Two hundred metres to the west, high up in a penthouse
apartment, Seif Gamal woke to the cacophony. An
engineer in his 40s who describes himself as unaffiliated to
any political movement, Gamal and his family had been
unnerved by the protesters' presence. Now he looked
outside to see what was causing the alarm.

Advancing eastwards up Salah Salem Street, past the
Mostafa mosque, were several armoured police vehicles,
followed by armed men.

"Many armoured police vehicles were coming with many
soldiers," said Gamal, whose name has been changed to
avoid reprisals from state security. "They came slowly and
stopped 100 metres short of the barricades before starting
to shoot a lot of teargas — followed, around two minutes
later, by a lot of firearms." Gamal said it was unclear at
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this stage whether the men were firing live rounds.

Realising the gravity of what he was witnessing, Gamal
fetched a camera and began record the scene on video. The
time on his watch, he said, was 3:26am. The footage was
later uploaded by a friend to YouTube.

When it begins, the air is already thick with police teargas,
and protesters can be seen gathering at the western
barricade to see what is going on.

On the opposite side of the sit-in, protesters rising from
dawn prayers were sprinting to the eastern barricades, near
the Sayeda Safiya mosque — where a similar assault was
taking place.

"When we finished the prayers, we rushed to the source[s]
of the sound, because we thought it was thugs," said Dr
Mohamedi. "But when we got there, we found it wasn't
thugs but security forces shooting teargas. The teargas was
coming from vehicles and soldiers were standing behind
the vehicles. Then the soldiers started marching towards us
firing."

Gamal had a clear view and was adamant that the attack
was unprovoked. "I'm sure of that," said Gamal. "The
police shot first. I didn't see any motorbikes, and I didn't
hear any gunshots before." He added that sticks were the
only weapons he had seen the protesters holding. "It was
not a reaction to an attack. There was no attack from the
demonstrators. They were praying. The police came slowly
and surely towards the demonstrators. It was a plan."
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Gamal's account is disputed by two residents who live
further down the road.

Noha Asaad, cited in American media, said that security
forces responded with gunfire after protesters guarding the
western barricades used birdshot. Her neighbour Mirna el-
Helbawy, a journalist who was also interviewed by many
western outlets, agreed "it was obvious" that those in the
sit-in fired first.

But it is unclear how either resident would have been able
to see how the fighting started. The medics at the
makeshift field hospital half a mile away in Rabaa al-
Adawiya said the first dead body arrived there at around
3.45am. Yet Helbawy told the Guardian she may not have
looked down from her balcony until as late as 3.46am, by
which time — according to her own tweet (in Arabic)
timestamped at 3.42am local time — firing had already
started, calling into question whether she would have been
able to work out who fired first. [The time on the tweet
below will reflect your timezone]

Meanwhile, Asaad said she did not look outside before at
least 3:55am, while her original witness statement on
Facebook said the fighting started at 4. 15am.

Ninety seconds into Gamal's video — by his reckoning at
around 3:28am — one protester can certainly be seen firing
what looks like a single-shot firearm towards security
forces. But the soundtrack to the footage shows this is
clearly not the first shot fired.

Excerpt from Seif Gamal's amateur video showing a
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protester firing at security forces.

3.40am: Blood on the streets

Taha Hussein Khaled, an English teacher, had travelled
down from Kafr el-Sheikh, an industrial city in the north,
for the sit-in. When the clanging started, Khaled was one
of the first to rush to the western edge of the site, fearing
the protesters were under attack from anti-Morsi civilians.
But reaching the barricade, Khaled realised the attackers
were far more threatening: state security officials firing
first teargas and then, he said, live ammunition.

"We stood our ground ... [but] eventually the teargas
became too much so we started to fall back," Khaled said.
"I went through the bushes in the middle of the road to
avoid being seen. And that's when I was shot. At 3.40am.
I was running up Salah Salem Street, planning to turn right
up Tayaran Street. Then I was shot through my left thigh."
Muslim Brotherhood supporters run for cover as security
forces fire tear gas after shooting. Photo: Mahmoud
Khaled/AFP/Getty

A few metres behind him, Yehia Mahy Mahfouz, a teacher
from Sohag, a small southern city, decided to hold his
ground as police and soldiers advanced past the barricade.
"As they [security officials] approached, I remained in
place," Mahfouz said. "I wanted to tell them that there
were women and children praying. Then a soldier hit me
with his gun. I felt dizzy and then I fell on the ground. I
was beaten on my jaw. Around nine soldiers surrounded
me and beat me up with sticks."
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In Gamal's video, one captured pro-Morsi protester can be
seen being beaten by security officials.

Excerpt from Seif Gamal's amateur video showing a
protester being beaten by security forces

Back at the centre of the sit-in, outside the club entrance,
there was pandemonium. Parents scurried here and there,
trying to find their children. Those who had been asleep
emerged from their tents to hear Mohamed Wahdan, a
senior Muslim Brother, shouting through the imam's
microphone — calling on the soldiers to have mercy on a
peaceful protest.

Nearby, from about 3.30am, 30 protesters including Dr
Yehia Moussa formed a human chain along the barbed wire
fence protecting the entrance to the Republican Guard
club.

"We wanted to make sure that nobody threw any rocks or
bottles to provoke them," said Moussa. "After about two or
three minutes, the soldiers in front of the Republican Guard
club started to put on their gas masks. Then two central
security [riot police] vehicles came out of the Republican
Guard building. They [the officers inside] were also
wearing gas masks. They started to shoot teargas bombs to
the far ends of the site first. And then they started to fire
horizontally at human height level. Some people got hit
[by the gas canisters]."

Protesters run as security forces fire tear gas at them

Ten minutes later, once the teargas became too much,
many in the human chain sank to their knees. Moussa
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broke free, and tried to find something to soothe the
stinging. On the other side of the junction, he found a
bucket of water, which he used to wash his face and eyes.
Then he tried to force his way back across the junction to
the wire. But there was too much teargas, so Moussa took
refuge instead behind the truck that had acted as a
makeshift stage for the imam during dawn prayers.

To his right, coming from the eastern edge of the sit-in, he
could see that at least one armoured police vehicle —
followed by both police and army officers — had broken the
sit-in's defences. Their colleagues approaching from the
other end would not be far behind.

"I could hear and see them shooting live rounds," Moussa
said. "They were already about 20 metres away."

According to those in the camp, the casualties now came
thick and fast.

Mohamed Saber el-Sebaei (top) and Mohamed Abdel Hafez
(bottom)

Mohamed Saber el-Sebaei said he had still been holding his
prayer mat when he was hit.

"l was taking cover with another guy behind some rubble
and I felt something hit my head," he said. "I held my
prayer mat in my hand and I started to cover my head with
it. But I couldn't stop the bleeding because there was so
much blood."

Protester Mohamed Abdel Hafez — who was hit by a live
round in his stomach — said he had been sleeping in his
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tent only minutes before becoming one of the first
casualties. "I was asleep and woke up to the sound of
shooting," he said later, in hospital. "I got up and I was
shot."

Amid the chaos, at least 100 protesters fled into the nearest
residential tower block, banging on any door they could
find and asking for shelter and vinegar — a homemade
remedy for teargas. The residents showed them up to the
roof, where the police later arrested them. One petrified
11-year-old was still there by the afternoon.

Moussa was also one of the earliest casualties — hit by
police birdshot on his left knee. He could stand the pain,
just about, so he stayed at the truck until he was hit again
two minutes later — by a live round just above his right
knee.

The second injury was too much to bear, so Moussa turned
and staggered for cover up Tayaran Street.

"It was there that I got my third injury. I felt a pain in my
fingers. I looked at my hand and two-thirds of my right
index finger had been shot off." Other protesters carried
him to a nearby car, in which he was driven to the nearby
Health Insurance hospital.

Hours later, while being transferred elsewhere, state
television employees phoned him — as they often did after
serious incidents — for a live interview on the casualty
count. Moussa told them that he had been there himself,
and that it was a massacre — before being cut off by the
channel. Later in the day, he would be fired from his job
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as  health  ministry  spokesman  for  spreading
misinformation.
Dr Yehia Moussa's live TV interview is cut off

3.45am: First body in the field hospital

Up at the makeshift field hospital half a mile away in
Rabaa al-Adawiya, Dr Alaa Mohamed Abu Zeid — the
doctor responsible for recording the number of at the
hospital — said casualties started arriving at around
3.45am. Days earlier, doctors had taken over a large room
in the mosque compound, set up six beds, and filled several
shelves with medicine — expecting to deal with simple
maladies such as flu or heat stroke. They were not
prepared for what happened that morning.

"The first case was a shot to the head," said Zeid, a
radiologist who also volunteered at field hospitals during
the 2011 revolution. "Part of the skull was missing, and the
brain matter was seeping out." The man was dead.

Realising something serious was going on, the hospital
manager woke all the doctors, and asked them to prepare
for an emergency situation. But they could never have
been ready for what happened next. There were only six
beds, and in a worst-case scenario, doctors had expected to
deal with just 25 cases at any one time.

"But this was a massacre," said Zeid. "We couldn't cope.
All the time, we wondered when it would stop. But it
didn't." By 4am, Zeid said there were already three dead
people at the field hospital. Between 3.30am to 7.30am he
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claimed the hospital had received 12 dead bodies — often
driven up Tayaran Street in private cars or motorcycles —
and around 450 injured.

"Some people had bullets that came through both the back
and the chest — which suggests they ran to one side, where
they were shot, and then ran to the other side, where they
were shot again," said Zeid.

Victims of violence are brought to the field hospital

Dr Mohamed Lotfy, in charge of the clinic's pharmacy, had
also volunteered as a medic during the Libyan civil war.
"It was the same kind of cases," he said, "as if we were in
a war zone." Lotfy felt particularly emotional about it.
While he may have been safe at the hospital, his mother,
wife, two daughters and son were down at the Republican
Guards' headquarters. "You can imagine how it feels to be
running things over here," he said, "but to have your heart
and mind over at the massacre."

By 4.30am, most of the clinic's medicine supplies had
begun to run out. Those with minor were being sent to
state and private hospitals in the area, where many
complained of waiting hours to be treated — or even being
turned away by officials frightened of involvement in a
highly politicised situation. By 7am, Zeid recalled he had
to roll up his trouser legs because there was so much blood
on the floor.

"Regardless of how well-equipped a hospital was, no one
would have been able to deal with what happened," said
Zeid. "We were working and crying at the same time."
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Zeid said the most heartbreaking cases included a 10-year-
old boy, wounded by birdshot. A six-month-old baby was
also brought in unconscious from the teargas, Zeid said —
before being revived. While no child died during the
incidents, these cases dispel the myth that the army and
police did not harm women and children. Dr Khaled Abdel
Latif, a surgeon working in the field that day, reported
treating at least 20 women for teargas asphyxiation, while
the Guardian met two women who were shot.

At one point, Dr Yasser Taha — Moussa's friend, and a
well-known face to many of the doctors — was brought in
on a stretcher, a bullet wound in his neck. "We couldn't
believe it," said Zeid.

One of the doctors, Samer Abu Zeid — a heart specialist
used to seeing blood in trauma situations — collapsed to the
floor and broke down in tears.

A man reacts alongside a woman and child after seeing the
body of a family member killed in the violence. Photo: Ed
Giles/Getty Images

4am: Chaos on Salah Salem
Positions of protesters and security forces along Salah
Salem

Dr Mostafa Hassanein, the doctor who had returned to
Rabaa at 3am to sleep, was woken by the hospital manager
at 3.45am. "He said there was an emergency situation, an
attack," remembered Hassanein, who emphasised that,
while obviously sympathetic to the pro-Morsi protesters, he
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was not a member of the Muslim Brotherhood. "I ran
there. I took my pack with all my first aid — cotton wool,
Betadine disinfectant, stitches, vinegar spray to overcome
the effect of the gas bombs — and I arrived there about
4am, 4.10am. As I went down Tayaran Street, I could hear
shooting and teargas from outside the Republican Guards,
but I couldn't see it. And as I was running, I ran past the
wounded being brought the other way ... One of the
protesters came to me with a shot arm. He was screaming
very loudly, and the [bottom of the] arm was attached just
by the skin. There was nothing I could do for him."

He added: "I saw women and children running back. Other
people were running there to defend the wounded with
stones and used teargas canisters, and burning tyres. They
wanted to create as much smoke as possible to prevent the
snipers from shooting."

Dr Mostafa Hassanein with his tear gas treatments

In the fray, Dr Mohamedi tried to help more vulnerable
protesters make their way back up Tayaran Street towards
Rabaa al-Adawiya.

At one point, he ran into an old woman who was choking
on teargas. "I'm looking for my son, I can't find my son,"
she told Mohamedi, after he tried to help her. According to
Mohamedi, he replied: "We're all your sons: let me help
you." But she refused again, saying: "It does not matter if
something happens to me — but my son is my life. I need
to find my son."

So Mohamedi left her there, and headed up Tayaran Street,
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where he was shot through the inner part of his right thigh.
"I saw the officer who shot me," Mohamedi said. "He was
one of those who came from Sayeda Safiya mosque [to the
east]. He made it to [the bottom of] Tayaran Street, and
he shot me from about 30 metres away."

At around the same time, Hassanein was also arriving at
the junction of Salah Salem and Tayaran, which by now
had mostly been cleared of people. On his way he said he
saw at least one unarmed protester shot in the head. "I
would say this. At that time, at 4.15am, when I saw that
guy shot in the head, there was no protester with arms.
Some had sticks and wore helmets, but that was it. I swear
those who were shot in the head were not carrying guns."

In among the chaos was Dr Ahnam Abdel Aziz Gharib, an
assistant professor of microbiology at Zagazig University.
Once the teargas became heavy, the veiled Gharib hurried
to and fro, trying to find her 21-year-old son, who has
asthma. "As I was running from one tent to another trying
to find him, they were shooting at us from different
directions. I couldn't find him but everybody decided to
take cover on the floor. And while I did that I was shot in
the back with birdshot — and I began to cough up blood."
Later, X-rays would show she was hit by 75 pellets. A few
are still inside her lungs, Gharib said.

Dr Ahnam Abdel Aziz Gharib showing her X-rays

"A young officer in a dark suit, who I believe was a state
security officer, walked to me and told me to get up, and I
said I couldn't because I was injured. Then he put a rifle in
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my face and said 'get up or I'll kill you', so I got up."
Gharib says she was taken down the road and held — along
with several other detained casualties — next to the same
central security vehicle that she believes she was shot
from. "On top of one vehicle was a CSF [central security
forces, the police's paramilitary wing] officer with the
weapon [ was shot with. I started to beg them, I said I was
a mother, a university mother, let us get to the ambulance.
But they did not have any mercy, they said the ambulances
could not get there because of all the walls we'd built.
They kept us there until the sun was up. The sun was
already in the sky by the time they let us go."

Some of those detained were not so lucky. Half a mile on
either side of the sit-in stand two mosques — the Mostafa
mosque to the west, and the Sayeda Safiya mosque to the
east. That morning, many of the protesters from the sit-in
had gathered in both buildings. Nineteen-year-old Islam
Lotfy — studying to be a pharmacist like his father
Mohamed, one of the doctors up the road at the field
hospital — was one of those at the Mostafa mosque. At
around 3:30am, Lotfy was in the mosque's bathrooms,
washing his face. Suddenly, he heard the gunfire outside.
Alarmed, he poked his head round the door to the
courtyard outside the mosque. There he said he saw
several policemen who ordered him back inside. Shortly
afterwards, Lotfy said two rifles were poked through the
bathroom windows. Despite, Lotfy said, having done
nothing that morning except wash his face, the teenager
was about to be arrested.
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"Someone came and broke the door," Lotfy continued.
"There were four of us inside. He ordered us outside, made
us lie down on the ground and tied our hands with plastic
strips." Then they were led handcuffed to a police van.

"We had our head down and so I didn't see any shooting,
[I could] just hear it," Lotfy said. "Members of central
security and police were bashing people's cars on both
sides of the street." Lotfy said prosecutors would later
attempt to frame the protesters for the police's vandalism.

Inside the vehicle, Lotfy said it was hellish. "[It] was
meant for 15 people, but there must have been 50 inside. It
was very uncomfortable, people were passing out, and there
was damp on the ceiling from people's breathing." Then
the vehicle was driven inside the Republican Guards' club,
where the prisoners remained until 9am.

"We thought that people were beginning to die, so we
started banging on the sides," said Lotfy. "Then they let us
out, us and the other people from three other cars."

A similar round-up had happened to the worshippers at the
Sayeda Safiya mosque up the road. At the Mostafa
mosque, only some of those inside were arrested — before
the majority barricaded themselves inside. (Resident Mirna
el-Helbawy was later adamant that two protesters climbed
the mosque's minaret and began to fire on security forces.)
But at the Sayeda mosque, everyone was detained.

"To their surprise, a group of police surrounded the
mosque," alleged Khaled Nooruddin, a lawyer who is
acting for the detainees. "The police ordered them very
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disrespectfully to walk about of the mosque in twos and to
throw away their phones. They walked out of the mosque
as if they were war criminals."

Nooruddin said that like those taken from the Mostafa
mosque, the 50-odd arrested protesters were crammed into
a van meant for 15. Again, the protesters claimed that
policemen vandalised nearby cars, perhaps in an attempt to
frame them. Again, they said they were driven inside the
Republican Guards' club, where they had to bang on the
side of the truck to allow them some fresh air. "At one
point, they got them out, made them lie on the ground, and
then walked on them in their military boots," Nooruddin
said of the police. "One of the officers came to one of the
prisoners with a picture of Morsi and asked him who it
was. When [the protester] said it was President Morsi,
[the officer] said: he's not a president, he's a sheep. And
then he beat him up."

More than 600 people were arrested that Monday. Like
many others, Lotfy Islam was interned until Wednesday
morning, denied legal representation — and charged with
murder, attempted murder and possession of arms. "I've
never done anything violent," Lotfy said. "I didn't throw
any rocks. I was just protesting peacefully."

4.30am: Street fight in full swing
Snipers shooting at protesters from rooftops

Some of Lotfy's fellow protesters undoubtedly did throw
stones. By 4.30am, an hour after the shootings first began,
the action had almost entirely moved from Salah Salem
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Street to Tayaran Street, the side road that leads to the
larger Rabaa al-Adawiya sit-in. Army snipers fired on
protesters from the bottom of the road, and from the roofs
of nearby military buildings. Hundreds of Islamists, fearing
that security forces might attack Rabaa itself, and outraged
at their earlier treatment, set about hurling stones back at
them. Some built barricades, others set tyres on fire to
create smokescreens.

Timestamped army footage supplied to the Guardian shows
that from 4:59am onwards, pro-Morsi streetfighters
included at least three gunmen armed with simple single-
shot firearms. At least half a dozen threw petrol bombs at
security forces from ground level, while pro-Morsi
supporters themselves said that two men launched
fireworks at the army; and that three men scaled the roof of
one residential tower block to throw more Molotov
cocktails. Footage also shows protesters throwing basins
and toilet bowls off a roof.

But the army was still using excessive force against what
was even then a largely unarmed group of protesters.

A wounded Muslim Brotherhood supporter outside the
Republican Guard club. Photo: Asmaa Waguih/Reuters

Military snipers continued picking off unarmed civilians.
Footage shot by a journalist — Ahmed Assem, working for
a newspaper linked to the Brotherhood — appears to show
the moment of his own death at the hands of an army
sniper.
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Ibrahim Raof, another film-maker unaffiliated to the
Brotherhood, said that his unarmed brother, standing well
back from the frontline, was hit by a sniper bullet that
ricocheted off the ground into his stomach. Raof also
reported, like several other protesters, that nearby hospitals
were unwilling to treat the injured protesters for fear of
retribution.

"I carried [my brother] all the way to the [Rabaa] field
hospital," said Raof. "In the field hospital we found it was
a live bullet." They stitched him up and Raof took him to
two other Cairo hospitals, which refused to admit him.
Raof added: "So then I had to drive him without any
medical instruments all the way to 6 October [a city 10
miles west of Cairo] to the Zohour Hospital."

The injured are rushed to ambulances as gunshots ring out

Hassem Mamdouh, a quietly spoken computer programmer
who had been about to leave the sit-in by taxi when the
attack started at 3:30am, also reported being targeted by
army snipers — despite being comparatively far from the
clashes. "They started to shoot at us who were standing
further away," said Mamdouh, who spent most of the
streetfight wiping people's faces with Pepsi, a makeshift
teargas antidote. "I managed to duck down, but one person
who was with us was shot because he did not take cover in
time. "

Down near the bottom of Tayaran Street, Dr Khaled Abdel
Latif — on leave from his day-job as a surgeon at Zagazig
hospital — had set up another tiny field hospital, in which
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three people died that day. Latif noted repeated abuse by
the military and police, saying that officers made several
attempts to storm the tent, that the overwhelming teargas in
the area had made treatment at times impossible. As Latif
finally left the tent at 7am — leaving behind one old man
trying to resuscitate the corpse of his dead friend — police
arrested his colleague Dr Ashraf as he treated a patient.
"You either come with me, or I shoot you," Ashraf was
told.

7am: The battle is over
Egyptian army soldiers stand guard at the Republican
Guard club. Photo: Amr Abdallah Dalsh/Reuters

Fighting eventually stopped at around 7am, three-and-a-half
hours — and 54 deaths — later. But the killings did not end
there. On Wednesday morning at 6am, the body of 37-
year-old Farid Shawky, an engineer from Hurghada, was
found dumped at the bottom of Tayaran St. His body
showed evidence of torture — electric shock marks on his
nipples, wrists and ankles, and heavy bruising on his
shoulders.

Adli Mansour, the interim president, announced a judicial
investigation into the killings though previous inquiries
have shown that the army is unwilling to submit itself to
outside scrutiny. The military has been reluctant to give a
full account of the incident. There is also a striking
absence of critical reporting on it by Egyptian state and
independent media, while pro-Brotherhood TV channels
have been shut down.
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In a highly charged and polarised political atmosphere,
where there is widespread feeling that the Brotherhood has
received its comeuppance and the Egyptian military is
immune from civil prosecution, there is growing outrage
among the victims that the truth will never come out.

"I want to emphasise that this is a massacre," said Dr Alaa
Mohamed Abu Zeid at the Rabaa field hospital this week.
"Everyone we received had the same story. It's impossible
for them to agree to the same lie."

Nursing his three gunshot wounds in a hospital in north-
east Cairo, Dr Yehia Moussa agreed. "If they'd just wanted
to break the sit-in, they could have done it in other ways.
But they wanted to kill us."
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military coup? When it happens in
Egypt, apparently

__ When is a military coup not a
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For the first time in the history of the world, a coup is not a coup. The
army take over, depose and imprison the democratically elected
president, suspend the constitution, arrest the usual suspects, close down
television stations and mass their armour in the streets of the capital.
But the word ‘coup’ does not — and cannot — cross the lips of the Blessed
Barack Obama. Nor does the hopeless UN secretary general Ban Ki-
moon dare to utter such an offensive word. It’s not as if Obama doesn’t
know what’s going on. Snipers in Cairo killed 15 Egyptians this week
from a rooftop of the very university in which Obama made his ‘reach-
out’ speech to the Muslim world in 2009.

Is this reticence because millions of Egyptians demanded just such a
coup — they didn’t call it that, of course — and thus became the first
massed people in the world to demand a coup prior to the actual coup
taking place? Is it because Obama fears that to acknowledge it’s a coup
would force the US to impose sanctions on the most important Arab
nation at peace with Israel? Or because the men who staged the coup
might forever lose their 1.5 billion subvention from the US — rather than
suffer a mere delay -- if they were told they’d actually carried out a
coup.

Now for the kind of historical memory that Obama would enjoy. In that
dodgy 2009 speech in Cairo — in which he managed to refer to
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Palestinian “dislocation” rather than “dispossession” — Obama made the
following remarkable comment, which puts the events in Egypt today
into a rather interesting perspective. There were some leaders, he said,
“who advocate for democracy only when they are out of power; once in
power, they are ruthless in suppressing the rights of others...you must
respect the rights of minorities, and participate with a spirit of tolerance
and compromise; you must place the interests of your people and the
legitimate workings of the political process above your party. Without
these ingredients, elections alone do not make true democracy.”

Obama did not say this in the aftermath of the coup-that-wasn’t. He
uttered these very words in Egypt itself just over four years ago. And it
pretty much sums up what Mohamed Morsi did wrong. He treated his
Muslim Brotherhood mates as masters rather than servants of the people,
showed no interest in protecting Egypt’s Christian minority, and then
enraged the Egyptian army by attending a Brotherhood meeting at which
Egyptians were asked to join the holy war in Syria to kill Shiites and
overthrow Bashar al-Assad’s regime.

And there is one salient fact about the events of the last 48 hours in
Egypt. No one is happier — no one more satisfied nor more conscious of
the correctness of his own national struggle against ‘Islamists’ and
‘terrorists” -- than Assad. The West has been wetting itself to destroy
Assad — but does absolutely nothing when the Egyptian army destroys its
democratically-elected president for lining up with Assad’s armed
Islamist opponents. The army called Morsi’s supporters “terrorists and
fools”. Isn’t that just what Bashar calls his enemies? No wonder Assad
told us yesterday that no one should use religion to gain power. Hollow
laughter here -- offstage, of course.

But this doesn’t let Obama off the hook. Those Western leaders who are
gently telling us that Egypt is still on the path to “democracy”, that this
is an “interim” period — like the ‘interim’ Egyptian government
concocted by the military — and that millions of Egyptians support the
coup that isn’t a coup, have to remember that Morsi was indeed elected
in a real, Western-approved election. Sure, he won only 51 per cent --
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or 52 per cent -- of the vote.

But did George W. Bush really win his first presidential election? Morsi
certainly won a greater share of the popular vote than David Cameron.
We can say that Morsi lost his mandate when he no longer honoured his
majority vote by serving the majority of Egyptians. But does that mean
that European armies must take over their countries whenever European
prime ministers fall below 50 per cent in their public opinion polls? And
by the way, are the Muslim Brotherhood to be allowed to participate in
the next Egyptian presidential elections? Or will they be banned? And if
they participate, what will happen if their candidate wins again?

Israel, however, must be pleased. It knows a coup when it sees one —
and it’s now back playing its familiar role as the only ‘democracy’ in the
Middle East, and with the kind of neighbours it understands: military
rulers. And if Egypt’s wealthy military king-makers are getting a nifty
$1.5 billion dollars a year from Washington — albeit postponed -- they
are certainly not going to tamper with their country’s peace treaty with
Israel, however unpopular it remains with the people for whom it
supposedly staged the coup-that-wasn’t. Stand by then for the first US
delegation to visit the country which has suffered the coup-that-wasn’t.
And you’ll know whether they believe there was a coup or not by the
chaps they visit on their arrival in Cairo: the army, of course.
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